INTO THE WILDERNESS

Exodus 2:23-25 NLT Years passed, and the king of Egypt died. But the Israelites continued to groan under
their burden of slavery. They cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. 24 God heard their groaning,
and he remembered his covenant promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 He looked down on the people
of Israel and knew it was time to act.

GOD USES PEOPLE

1.Burning Bush Experience

Exodus 3:1-6 NLT One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He
led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush
was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush
burning up? I must go see it.” 4 When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him
from the middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” “Here | am!” Moses replied. 5 “Do not come any closer,” the
Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. 6 | am the God of your father—the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face
because he was afraid to look at God.

Ephesians 4:21-24 NLT Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him,
22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23
Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God
—truly righteous and holy.

e 2 Corinthians 5:17
e Romans12:2

2. God has a calling

Exodus 3:7-10 NLT Then the Lord told him, “l have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. |
have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, | am aware of their suffering. 8 So
| have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their
own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has
reached me, and | have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now go, for | am sending you to
Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.”

Ephesians 4:1-3 NLT Therefore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your
calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other,
making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves
united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.




CALLING SITS AT THE INTERSECTION OF WHAT WE COULD DO, WOULD DO

3. Moses is reluctant

Exodus 3:11-15 NLT But Moses protested to God, “Who am | to appear before Pharaoh? Who am | to
lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 God answered, “l will be with you. And this is your sign that |
am the one who has sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at
this very mountain.” 13 But Moses protested, “If | go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of
your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should | tell them?”
14 God replied to Moses, “l am who | am. Say this to the people of Israel: | am has sent me to you.” 15 God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my eternal name, my
name to remember for all generations.

Romans 11:29 ESV For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

RELUCTANCE COMES FROM LOOKING AT OURSELVES INSTEAD OF
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