INTO THE WILDERNESS

Exodus 17:8-16 NLT While the people of Israel were still at Rephidim, the warriors of Amalek attacked them.
9 Moses commanded Joshua, “Choose some men to go out and fight the army of Amalek for us. Tomorrow, |
will stand at the top of the hill, holding the staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did what Moses had
commanded and fought the army of Amalek. Meanwhile, Moses, Aaron, and Hur climbed to the top of a
nearby hill. 11 As long as Moses held up the staff in his hand, the Israelites had the advantage. But whenever
he dropped his hand, the Amalekites gained the advantage. 12 Moses’ arms soon became so tired he could
no longer hold them up. So, Aaron and Hur found a stone for him to sit on. Then they stood on each side of
Moses, holding up his hands. So, his hands held steady until sunset. 13 As a result, Joshua overwhelmed the
army of Amalek in battle. 14 After the victory, the Lord instructed Moses, “Write this down on a scroll as a
permanent reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: | will erase the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15
Moses built an altar there and named it Yahweh-Nissi (which means “the Lord is my banner”). 16 He said,
“They have raised their fist against the Lord’s throne, so now the Lord will be at war with Amalek generation
after generation.”

WE CAN'T DO WHAT THE LORD HAS CALLED US TO DO WITHOUT

Hebrews 10:23-25 NLT Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be
trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good
works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another,
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.

Joshua:

Aaron:

Hur:

Galatians 6:2 NLT Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.

THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE YOU SHOULD HAVE IN YOUR LIFE:

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 NLT Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 10 If
one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 11
Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone?
12 A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and
conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.




WHEN TRAGEDY STRIKES, WHEN HARDSHIP COMES, WHEN THE ENEMY PICKS A FIGHT,

LIFE GROUP REASONS:

e They are the avenue of mutually beneficial relationships.

e They are care communities for helping one another.

e They are neighborhoods that provide an escape from isolation.
e They are purpose centers for living on mission.

e They are the Biblical expression of 1st century church.

Acts 2:42-47 NLT All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship,
and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep sense of awe came over
them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met
together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and
shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity— 47 all the while
praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their
fellowship those who were being saved.
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