INTO THE WILDERNESS

Exodus 17:8-16 NLT While the people of Israel were still at Rephidim, the warriors of Amalek attacked them.
9 Moses commanded Joshua, “Choose some men to go out and fight the army of Amalek for us. Tomorrow, |
will stand at the top of the hill, holding the staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did what Moses had
commanded and fought the army of Amalek. Meanwhile, Moses, Aaron, and Hur climbed to the top of a
nearby hill. 11 As long as Moses held up the staff in his hand, the Israelites had the advantage. But whenever
he dropped his hand, the Amalekites gained the advantage. 12 Moses’ arms soon became so tired he could
no longer hold them up. So, Aaron and Hur found a stone for him to sit on. Then they stood on each side of
Moses, holding up his hands. So, his hands held steady until sunset. 13 As a result, Joshua overwhelmed the
army of Amalek in battle. 14 After the victory, the Lord instructed Moses, “Write this down on a scroll as a
permanent reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: | will erase the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15
Moses built an altar there and named it Yahweh-Nissi (which means “the Lord is my banner”). 16 He said,
“They have raised their fist against the Lord’s throne, so now the Lord will be at war with Amalek generation
after generation.”

e A permanent reminder.

¢ A monument to God’s faithfulness.

Romans 8:31-37 NLT What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can
ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also
give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God
himself has given us right standing with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus
died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand,
pleading for us. 35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us
if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened
with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered
like sheep.”) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.

1. Allegiance - We stand for the Lord.

Psalm 40:3 NET He gave me reason to sing a new song, praising our God. May many see what God has
done, so that they might swear allegiance to him and trust in the Lord.

e We are sons and daughters.
e We are citizens of Heaven.
e We are people of the Kingdom of God.

WE WILL NOT TRULY UNDERSTAND WHO WE ARE UNTIL WE UNDERSTAND

Psalm 95:6-7 NLT Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our maker, 7 for he
is our God. We are the people he watches over, the flock under his care. If only you would listen to his
voice today!




2. Advantage - The Lord is on our side.

Psalm 118:6-7 ESV The Lord is on my side; | will not fear. What can man do to me? 7 The Lord is on my
side as my helper; | shall look in triumph on those who hate me.

* No weapon formed against you will succeed. Isaiah 54:17
e Everything you put your hand to will prosper. Deuteronomy 28:8
* No evil will befall you. Psalm 91

GOD’S FAVOR OUTWEIGHS

Psalm 5:12 ESV For you bless the righteous, O Lord; you cover him with favor as with a shield.
3. Alert - Put the enemy on notice.

e Greatis the Lord...His greatness is unsearchable. Psalm 145:3
e The victory is the Lord’s. Proverbs 21:32
e The enemy has been defeated. Deuteronomy 28:7

PUT YOUR ENEMY ON NOTICE THAT YOUR GOD IS BIGGER, STRONGER,

Psalm 135:5 NLT | know the greatness of the LORD— that our Lord is greater than any other god.
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