INTO THE WILDERNESS
PART 12

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS REVEAL WHAT A LOVING GOD REQUIRES OF US,
AND WHAT A LOVING FATHER

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE ABOUT GIVING AN IDENTITY TO GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE,
NOT SIMULATING MORAL

#1- NO OTHER GODS
Exodus 20:1-3 NLT

1Then God gave the people all these instructions: 2 “l am the Lord your God, who rescued you from the
land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 3 “You must not have any other god but me.

#2 - NOIDOLS OR IMAGES
Exodus 20:4-6 NLT
4 “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or on the
earth or in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for |, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. | lay the sins of the parents upon
their children; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations of those
who reject me. 6 But | lavish unfailing love for a thousand generations on those who love me and obey
my commands.
Genesis 1:27 NLT
So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them

e What do you want your legacy to be?

e Did you choose to break the curse of sin and follow Him?

#3 - KEEP HIS NAME HOLY
Exodus 20:7 NLT

“You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you
misuse his name.”

Matthew 6:9 NLT
“Pray like this: our father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.”

WHEN WE DISHONOR GOD’S NAME, WE DEVALUE OUR OWN

“What comes to our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” - A.W. Tozer

How do you view God?
e /s God adictator?
e /s God acoach?
e |s God an absent father?
¢ Is His love based on your actions?
But what if:
* Heis a Holy God? That would require a high expectation of living.
e Heis also aloving Father? He would have a high level of grace.

THE STANDARD IS HIGH, BUT THE GRACE RUNS




Romans 6:1-2,14-18 NLT

1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace?
2 Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it?

14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live
under the freedom of God’s grace. 15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does
that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! 16 Don’t you realize that you become the slave of
whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to
obey God, which leads to righteous living. 17 Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you
wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. 18 Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and
you have become slaves to righteous living.

Romans 8:1-6 NLT

8 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to
him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 3 The
law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the
law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God
declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that
the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but
instead follow the Spirit. 5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but
those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your
sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and
peace.

JESUS ISN'T ABOUT BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION AS MUCH AS HE IS ABOUT HEART TRANSFORMATION.
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