INTO THE WILDERNESS
PART 17

Exodus 23:1-13 NLT “You must not pass along false rumors. You must not cooperate with evil people by
lying on the witness stand. 2 “You must not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you are called to
testify in a dispute, do not be swayed by the crowd to twist justice. 3 And do not slant your testimony in
favor of a person just because that personis poor. 4 “If you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey that
has strayed away, take it back to its owner. 5 If you see that the donkey of someone who hates you has
collapsed under its load, do not walk by. Instead, stop and help. 6 “In a lawsuit, you must not deny
justice to the poor. 7 “Be sure never to charge anyone falsely with evil. Never sentence an innocent or
blameless person to death, for | never declare a guilty person to be innocent. 8 “Take no bribes, for a
bribe makes you ignore something that you clearly see. A bribe makes even arighteous person twist the
truth. 9 “You must not oppress foreigners. You know what it’s like to be a foreigner, for you yourselves
were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. 10 “Plant and harvest your crops for six years, 11 but let the
land be renewed and lie uncultivated during the seventh year. Then let the poor among you harvest
whatever grows on its own. Leave the rest for wild animals to eat. The same applies to your vineyards
and olive groves. 12“You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but on the seventh day you
must stop working. This gives your ox and your donkey a chance to rest. It also allows your slaves and
the foreigners living among you to be refreshed. 13 “Pay close attention to all my instructions. You must
not call on the name of any other gods. Do not even speak their names.

Psalm 145:17 NASB The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.

Righteous: just, right, correct, lawful, justified, & conformed to the absolute moral standard of good.

WE ARE CREATED IN HIS IMAGE; HE IS NOT

2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we
could be made right with God through Christ.

WE WEREN'T MADE TO FOLLOW THE CROWD; WE WERE CREATED

Matthew 16:24-26 NLT Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must
give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will
lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 26 And what do you benefit if you gain the
whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?

e The crowd leads to sin. Christ leads to grace.

e The crowd leads to self. Christ leads to selfless.

e The crowd leads to strife. Christ leads to peace.

e The crowd leads to deception. Christ leads to truth.

e The crowd leads to confusion. Christ leads to clarity.

* The crowd leads to the opinion. Christ leads the wisdom.
e The crowd leads to corruption. Christ leads to holiness.

e The crowd leads to division. Christ leads to unity.




Romans 12:2 NLT Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a
new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good
and pleasing and perfect.

1John 2:15 Don’t love the world or the things of the world.

James 4:4 Friendship with the world is enmity with God.

John 18:36 Christ’s kingdom is not of this world.

1John 5:4 Everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.

Matthew 5:10-12 NLT God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven
is theirs. 11“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all
sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a
great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same
way.

THERE MAY BE CONSEQUENCES FROM THE CROWD, BUT THERE ARE ALSO GIFTS FROM GOD
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