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PART 19 - THE GOLDEN CALF NOVEMBER 24
BIG IDEA

As Moses is on top of Mount Sinai receiving the covenant from the Lord, the Israelites lose patience and implore
Aaron to craft new gods for them to worship and they turn their backs on all the Lord had done. Moses comes down
the mountain to discover them in revelry and worship around a golden calf and severe consequences unfold for all of
those who chose to be unfaithful.

MEMORIZE Commit this core passage from the series to memory.

Exodus 34:6-7 NLT The Lord passed in front of Moses, calling out, “Yahweh! The Lord! The God of compassion and
mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. 7 I lavish unfailing love to a thousand
generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But I do not excuse the guilty. I lay the sins of the parents upon their
children and grandchildren; the entire family is affected—even children in the third and fourth generations.”

Spend 10 minutes getting to know each other as a group by answering the following question.

]

What food are you most excited about for Thanksgiving?

DISCOVER Read the passage out loud and answer questions focused on the details of the biblical text.

Read Exodus 32:1-29 and discuss the following.

1. Why do you think the creation of a Golden Calf as an idol was such a bad move for the Israelites?

2. What are your thoughts on how quickly they turned away from the things they were taught by the Lord in
the 10 commandments?







Read Exodus 34:14 and discuss the following.
3. What does it mean to you that the scripture says, “The Lord, whose very name is Jealous, is a God who is
jealous about his relationship with you”?

Use this time to discuss how your thoughts and feelings are affirmed and/or challenged.

Romans 12:9-13 ESV Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the

Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 18 Contribute to the needs of the saints and
seek to show hospitality.

Matthew 6:24 NLT “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.

Proverbs 3:3-4 ESV Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the
tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.

4.How do the ‘Golden calves’ of apathy, unfaithfulness, & divided loyalty lead people away from Jesus?

5. How can believers avoid settling for distractions or idols in their life?

APPLY j Use this time to discuss how the Big Idea and scriptures impact your view of the world around you.

Read Proverbs 28:20

6. What can you do daily to prioritize Jesus in your life?

Prayer Requests:

RESOURCES

Faithfulness Video: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/faithful/

Golden Calf Podcast: https://bibleproject.com/podcast/god-of-our-own-making/



https://bibleproject.com/podcast/god-of-our-own-making/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/faithful/




