INTO THE WILDERNESS
PART 21

Numbers 13:1-3 NLT The Lord now said to Moses, 2 "Send out men to explore the land of Canaan, the
land | am giving to the Israelites. Send one leader from each of the twelve ancestral tribes.” 3 So Moses
did as the Lord commanded him. He sent out twelve men, all tribal leaders of Israel, from their camp in
the wilderness of Paran.

13:18-20 See what the land is like and find out whether the people living there are strong or weak, few
or many. 19 See what kind of land they live in. Is it good or bad? Do their towns have walls or are they
unprotected like open camps? 20 Is the soil fertile or poor? Are there many trees? Do your best to bring
back samples of the crops you see.” (It happened to be the season for harvesting the first ripe grapes.)

God did not send spies to see if the conquest was possible, but to show Israel what he was giving them!

13:27-28 This was their report to Moses: “We entered the land you sent us to explore, and it isindeed a
bountiful country- aland flowing with milk and honey. Here is the kind of fruit it produces. 28 But the
people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and fortified. We even saw giants there, the
descendants of Anak!

13:30 But Caleb tried to quiet the people as they stood before Moses. “Let’s go at once to take the
land,” he said. “We can certainly conquer it!” But the other men who had explored the land with him
disagreed. “We can’t go up against them! They are stronger than we are! 32 So they spread this bad
report about the land among the Israelites...”

IS CONTAGIOUS, BUT SO IS FAITH.

Hebrews 3:12-19 CEV
Numbers 14:9-12, 14:19-20, 28-30, 41NLT

Mark 9:14-29 NLT When they returned to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd surrounding them,
and some teachers of religious law were arguing with them. 15 When the crowd saw Jesus, they were
overwhelmed with awe, and they ran to greet him. 16 “What is all this arguing about?” Jesus asked. 17
One of the men in the crowd spoke up and said, “Teacher, | brought my son so you could heal him. He is
possessed by an evil spirit that won’t let him talk. 18 And whenever this spirit seizes him, it throws him
violently to the ground. Then he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So | asked
your disciples to cast out the evil spirit, but they couldn’t do it.” 19 Jesus said to them, “You faithless
people! How long must | be with you? How long must | put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 20 So they
brougth the boy. But when the evil spirit saw Jesus, it threw the child into a violent convulsion, and he
fell to the ground, writing and foaming at the mouth. 21 “How long has this been happening?” Jesus
asked the boy’s father. He replied, “Since he was a little boy. 22 The spirit often throws him into the fire
or into water, trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help us, if you can.” 23 “What do you mean, ‘If |
can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.” 24 The father instantly cried out, “l do
believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!”




WHEN DOUBT CREEPS IN, PRAYERS ARE BETTER THAN
STRUGGLES.

9:28-29 Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with his disciples, they asked him, “Why couldn’t
we cast out that evil spirit?” 29 Jesus replied, “This kind can be cast out only by prayer.”

FAITH ONLY WORKS WHEN THE SOURCE IS JESUS.

Ephesians 3:16-17 NLT “l pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner
strength through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots
will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.”
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