INTO THE WILDERNESS
PART 19

Exodus 32:1-6 NLT When the people saw how long it was taking Moses to come back down the
mountain, they gathered around Aaron. “Come on,” they said, “make us some gods who can lead us. We
don’t know what happened to this fellow Moses, who brought us here from the land of Egypt.” 2 So
Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the ears of your wives and sons and daughters, and bring them to
me.” 3 All the people took the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 Then Aaron took
the gold, melted it down, and molded it into the shape of a calf. When the people saw it, they
exclaimed, “O Israel, these are the gods who brought you out of the land of Egypt!” 5 Aaron saw how
excited the people were, so he built an altar in front of the calf. Then he announced, “Tomorrow will be a
festival to the Lord!” 6 The people got up early the next morning to sacrifice burnt offerings and peace
offerings. After this, they celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry.

CREATED THINGS NEVER DESERVE

John 3:27 NLT John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from
heaven.

Exodus 23:7-8 NLT The Lord told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you brought
from the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 8 How quickly they have turned away from the way |
commanded them to live!l They have melted down gold and made a calf, and they have bowed down
and sacrificed to it. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt.”

Exodus 32:19-20 NLT When they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and the dancing, and he
burned with anger. He threw the stone tablets to the ground, smashing them at the foot of the
mountain. 20 He took the calf they had made and burned it. Then he ground it into powder, threw it into
the water, and forced the people to drink it.

1. APATHY

Romans 12:9-13 ESV Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be
fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

2. UNFAITHFULNESS

FAITHFULNESS DOESN'T WORK IN

Proverbs 3:3-4 ESV Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck;
write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and
man.




Proverbs 28:20 ESV A faithful man will abound with blessings, but whoever hastens to be rich will not go
unpunished.

3. DIVIDED LOYALTY

Matthew 6:24 NLT “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.

THE LORD AND IDOLS NEVER MOVE IN THE

James 1:5-8 NLT If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke
you for asking. 6 But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a
person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 7
Such people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Their loyalty is divided between
God and the world, and they are unstable in everything they do.
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