OICORE VALUES

BIG IDEA OCTOBER 05

Our mission at Living Hope Church is: "We exist to bring the hope, love, and purpose of God to
all people.” To help us accomplish this mission, we share 8 core values. The first core value is
JESUS IS OUR MESSAGE. This means we keep the main thing the main thing, and the main
thing is Jesus. But this core value is best seen in us as a church when we each, as individuals
also live with Jesus as the message of our life. When we examine our lives, we should see the
message of Jesus in everything we say and do.

CONNECT Spend 10 minutes getting to know each other as a group by answering the following question.

What is your favorite TV commercial of all time?

DISCOVER Read the passage out loud and answer questions focused on the details of the biblical text.

Read Mark 16:15 and 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 and discuss the following.

1. What is the ‘Good News’ of Jesus?

2.What is the danger of believers being divided over their preferences, especially of leaders?

Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 and discuss the following.

3. By Paul’s admission, preaching the good news of Jesus doesn’t require clever speech or big words,
but the power of the Holy Spirit. How does this contradict the people’s tendency to side with eloquent
speakers and wise teachers?







DISCOVER Read the following and use this time to discuss how your thoughts and feelings are affirmed and/or
challenged.

1 Cor. 3:4-11 When one of you says, “I am a follower of Paul,” and another says, “I follow
Apollos,” aren’t you acting just like people of the world?

5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God'’s servants through whom you
believed the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 | planted the seed in your
hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7 It's not important who
does the planting, or who does the watering. What's important is that God makes the seed
grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose.
And both will be rewarded for their own hard work. 9 For we are both God'’s workers. And you
are God'’s field. You are God'’s building. 10 Because of God's grace to me, | have laid the
foundation like an expert builder. Now others are building on it. But whoever is building on
this foundation must be very careful. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one
we already have—Jesus Christ.

4. How have you been tempted to place personalities or leaders above the body of Christ? Have you
ever distanced yourself from another believer because of these differences?

5. If Jesus is our only foundation, and the central message of our speech and actions, does it matter
which leaders we listen to or follow? How should we choose them?

APPLY Usethistime to discuss how the Big Idea and scriptures impact your view of the world around you.

1 Cor 4:20 For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God's power.

6. If every person connected to Living Hope Church lived with Jesus as their message rather just
wearing “Christian” as a label, how would it change our church? Our community?

7. What does it mean to you personally to say Jesus is your message?

Prayer Requests:







