OCORE VALUES

JESUS IS OUR MESSAGE

We keep the main thing the main thing, and the main thing is Jesus. The hope, love, and purpose of
God is our driving message.

Mark 16:15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.
IS JESUS MY MESSAGE?

“Our greatest message to the world is not our preaching, but our Christlikeness.” — Andrew Murray

1Cor 1:10-13 NLT 10 | appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united
in thought and purpose. 11 For some members of Chloe’s household have told me about your quarrels,
my dear brothers and sisters. 12 Some of you are saying, “l am a follower of Paul.” Others are saying, “I
follow Apollos,” or “l follow Peter,” or “l follow only Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided into factions?
Was |, Paul, crucified for you? Were any of you baptized in the name of Paul? Of course not!

WHEN WE'RE DIVIDED, OUR MESSAGE GETS

1Cor 1:17-18 NLT 17 For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News—and not with
clever speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its power. 18 The message of the cross is
foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power
of God.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 NLT 1 When | first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, | didn’t use lofty words and
impressive wisdom to tell you God’s secret plan. 2 For | decided that while | was with you | would forget
everything except Jesus Christ, the one who was crucified. 31 came to you in weakness—timid and
trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using clever and
persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. 5 | did this so you would trust not in
human wisdom but in the power of God.

THE GOSPEL ISN'T JUST A MESSAGE TO BE PREACHED; IT'S A

1Cor 3:3-8 NLT

3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each
other. Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful nature? Aren’t you living like people of the
world? 4 When one of you says, “l am a follower of Paul,” and another says, “l follow Apollos,” aren’t you
acting just like people of the world?

5 After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you believed the
Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 | planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos
watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7 It's not important who does the planting, or who does
the watering. What'’s important is that God makes the seed grow. 8 The one who plants and the one
who waters work together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work.
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1Cor 3:9-11NLT 9 For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. You are God’s building. 10
Because of God’s grace to me, | have laid the foundation like an expert builder. Now others are building
onit. But whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful. 11 For no one can lay any
foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ.

WHEN JESUS IS THE MESSAGE, THERE’S UNITY, HUMILITY, AND GROWTH THAT ONLY

1Cor 4:8-16, 20 NLT

8 You think you already have everything you need. You think you are already rich. You have begun to
reign in God’s kingdom without us! | wish you really were reigning already, for then we would be reigning
with you. 9 Instead, | sometimes think God has put us apostles on display, like prisoners of war at the
end of a victor’s parade, condemned to die. We have become a spectacle to the entire world—to
people and angels alike.

10 Our dedication to Christ makes us look like fools, but you claim to be so wise in Christ! We are weak,
but you are so powerful! You are honored, but we are ridiculed. 11 Even now we go hungry and thirsty,
and we don’t have enough clothes to keep warm. We are often beaten and have no home. 12 We work
wearily with our own hands to earn our living. We bless those who curse us. We are patient with those
who abuse us. 13 We appeal gently when evil things are said about us. Yet we are treated like the
world’s garbage, like everybody’s trash—right up to the present moment.

14 | am not writing these things to shame you, but to warn you as my beloved children. 15 For even if you

had ten thousand others to teach you about Christ, you have only one spiritual father. For | became
your father in Christ Jesus when | preached the Good News to you. 16 So | urge you to imitate me.

20 For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power.

“The world does not need a definition of religion as much as it needs a demonstration of the power of
Christ.” — E.M. Bounds

JESUS IS A MESSAGE THAT SHOULD OVERFLOW OUT OF EVERY




