OICORE VALUES

BIG IDEA NOVEMBER 09

This Sunday we continue our CORE VALUES series as we explore the principles that drive us as
a church. We've learned that Jesus is our message, the Holy Spirit is our guide, the Bible is our
foundation, and people are our purpose. This week we look at Value #5: Faith is Our Journey.
Faith isn't just the road to heaven—it's how heaven reaches earth. It's how we trust, believe,
and follow Jesus in every step of life. Come discover what it means to walk by faith, not by sight,
and to live as true disciples who trust God completely. Join us this Sunday at [Service Time] as
we continue the journey together!

CONNECT Spend 10 minutes getting to know each other as a group by answering the following question.

When did you first hear the good news about Jesus?

DISCOVER Read the passage out loud and answer questions focused on the details of the biblical text.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-9 & Hebrews 11:1 and discuss the following.

1. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we
cannot see.” How does this definition expand your understanding of faith?

2. The text says “We walk by faith and not by sight”, what are some common “sight” things—
circumstances, fears, or distractions—that can make walking by faith difficult?

3. How do these two passages (2 Corinthians 5:1-9 and Hebrews 11:1) complement each other?







DISCOVER Read the following and use this time to discuss how your thoughts and feelings are affirmed and/or
challenged.

John 20:24-29 NLT One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with
the others when Jesus came. They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won't
believe it unless | see the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my
hand into the wound in his side.” Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this
time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked,; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was
standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any
longer. Believe!” “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. Then Jesus told him, “You believe
because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”

4. Inreading John 20:24-29, what stands out to you most about this encounter between Jesus and
Thomas?

5. How does Jesus respond to Thomas’ doubt? What does this show us about His character and how He
handles our questions or struggles?

APPLY Read Matthew 16:24-26 & Luke 14:25-27 & use this time to discuss how the Big Idea and scriptures
impact your view of the world around you.

6.Jesus says, “If anyone wants to be my follower, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.” What does “taking up your cross” look like in your everyday life?

Prayer Requests:







