OICORE VALUES

BIG IDEA NOVEMBER 23

Excellence isn't about perfection—it's about offering God our very best. In this message, we
explore why excellence is our culture and how it reflects the very nature of God Himself. From
Abel's offering to Daniel's unwavering devotion, Scripture shows that excellence is not
measured by comparison, but by the posture of a heart fully committed to honoring the Lord.
Drawing from biblical foundations and timeless wisdom, this sermon reveals that excellence is
a habit formed through consistency, a lifestyle shaped by devotion, and an outward expression
of an inward spirit devoted to God. We discover how an excellent spirit grows in us through
prayer, humility, and integrity—and how excellence begins where "good enough” ends.

CONNECT Spend 10 minutes getting to know each other as a group by answering the following question.

Share something they consider excellent—a meal, a movie, a product, a place they’ve visited. What
made it stand out?

DISCOVER Read the passage out loud and answer questions focused on the details of the biblical text.

Read Colossians 3:23-24 & Ecclesiastes 9:10 and discuss the following.

1. Paul says we should work “as working for the Lord, not for human masters.”
How does your motivation shift when you remember that God—not people—is your true audience?

2. Ecclesiastes 9:10 instructs, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.”
How does this verse reinforce or expand the teaching in Colossians?

3. What do both passages teach us about the connection between effort and spiritual purpose?







DISCOVER Read the following and use this time to discuss how your thoughts and feelings are affirmed and/or
challenged.

Daniel 6:3 NKJV Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the
whole realm.

e Daniel 1:8 But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine
given to them by the king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these
unacceptable foods.

e Daniel 2:28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you your dream and the
visions you saw as you lay on your bed.

e Daniel 6:10 But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and
knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He
prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God.

4. Daniel’s devotion brought both favor and opposition. Why do you think some people resist or resent
excellence?

5. Which of Daniel’s examples—his purity, his dependence on God, or his consistent prayer—speaks
most to your life right now?

APPLY Read Jeremiah 29:12-23, 1 Peter 5:6, Proverbs 10:9 & use this time to discuss how the Big Idea and
scriptures impact your view of the world around you.

6.Which of the three practices (prayer, humility, integrity) do you most want to grow in during the
coming week?

Prayer Requests:







