
Share something they consider excellent—a meal, a movie, a product, a place they’ve visited. What
made it stand out?

This message calls us back to the heart of the Gospel—the authentic, grace-filled, truth-full life
of Jesus. From John 1:14, we’re reminded that Jesus doesn’t balance grace and truth; He
embodies both. And because He is authentic, authenticity must define us. The sermon
challenges empty religion and invites us into the transforming relationship Jesus actually
came to offer. It confronts hypocrisy and performance, declaring boldly: Jesus didn’t come to
start a religion—He came to show us the Way. Rooted in Scripture and reflections from trusted
Christian voices, we rediscover what it means to be “followers of the Way”—people who live
honestly, walk daily with Jesus, and experience real spiritual power.

Spend 10 minutes getting to know each other as a group by answering the following question.

Read the passage out loud and answer questions focused on the details of the biblical text.

Read John 1:14 and 2 Timothy 3:5 then discuss the following.

1. Based on John 1:14, what stands out to you about Jesus being full of both grace and truth—not a
balance, but the fullness of each?  

2. Which do you personally find easier to extend—grace or truth?  Why do you think that is?

BIG IDEA

3. Based on 2 Timothy 3:5, What do you think Paul means by “acting religious”?  What does that look
like in practical, modern-day terms?
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4. The Greek word ‘Hodos’ refers to both a path and a way of living. How does this help you understand
that following Jesus is more than just believing—it's a lifestyle?
 

5. How does understanding Jesus as both our destination and our example shape the way you approach
discipleship?

Read the following and use this time to discuss how your thoughts and feelings are affirmed and/or
challenged.

6.The early church called themselves “Followers of the Way.”  What do you think that name emphasizes
about the Christian life?  What can you do this week to follow the way?

Prayer Requests:

Read Acts 9:1-2 & Acts 19:8-10 then use this time to discuss how the Big Idea and scriptures impact your
view of the world around you.

John 14:1-6 NLT “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. There is
more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I
am going to prepare a place for you? When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so
that you will always be with me where I am. And you know the way to where I am going.” “No,
we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we
know the way?” Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the
Father except through me. 

Matthew 7:13-14 ESV “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
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