
CHRISTIAN FREEDOM IS NOT THE SAME THING AS 

Luke 4:18-19 NLT “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the
oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”

The kind of freedom that Jesus provides is first a freedom FROM sin, shame, fear, death, and
judgment. Jesus sacrifice on the cross is the ultimate act of atonement, freeing believers from the
penalty of sin and the power it has over their lives.

The kind of freedom that Jesus provides is a freedom FROM legalism liberating people from trying to
earn God's favor through adherence to rules, instead emphasizing the grace of God and faith in
Jesus.

The kind of freedom that Jesus provides is freedom FOR knowing God closely and intimately having
access to him through prayer, scripture, and the Holy Spirit. 

The kind of freedom that Jesus provides is freedom FOR living authentically in line with God's will
and purpose for us, loving and serving the Lord and people. 

John 8:31-32 & 36 NLT Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you
remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” … So, if
the Son sets you free, you are truly free.

Romans 6:20-22 NLT When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. 21 And
what was the result? You are now ashamed of the things you used to do, things that end in eternal
doom. 22 But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now you do
those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. 

2 Corinthian 3:17 NLT For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

FREEDOM IN CHRIST IS FREEDOM FROM SOME THINGS 

WHEN IT COMES TO FREEDOM, GOD BREAKS CHAINS

We add links to the chains that bind us:
When we say yes to sin.

habits, thoughts, & behaviors
When we say no to submission.

Doing what we want, going our way, ignoring God’s Word



James 4:7-10 NKJV Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to
God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

“Freedom cannot be defined in strictly negative terms, as the absence of confinement and constraint. In
fact, in many cases, confinement and constraint is actually a means to liberation…You’ve deliberately
lost your freedom to engage in some things in order to release yourself to a richer kind of freedom to
accomplish other things.” - Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism

Galatians 5:1 & 13 NLT So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get
tied up again in slavery to the law… For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters.
But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another
in love. 

1 Peter 2:16 ESV Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as
servants of God. 


